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'Where do we come from? What are we? Where are we going?’ 
FROM THE EDITORS: 


Welcome to the inaugural issue of the re-launched College 
Green Magazine, back for the first time since 2011. We, the ed- 
itors, want to say a few words about what we have tried to do 
with this issue, where we succeeded, where we feel that we fell 
short, and what we hope might become of College Green in the 
future. 

Our two main goals were to provide a forum of some sort 
for writing and artwork while, at the same time, we hoped that 
the form of that publication could realize a vision for a more 
radically public dialogue. We believe that student publishing 
can contribute to conversations amongst the separate tracks 
and cloisters of academia and we think that trans-disciplinarity 
of many sorts is one of the essential movements that students 
can be drivers of, in making academia vital and politically re- 
sponsible. 

We believe that College Green should be a continuing pro- 
ject of experimentation with different forms of this public 
sphere. As the editors for this issue, we came back time and 
again to whether the publishing of pieces across genres, topics, 
perspectives constitutes in itself the sorts of encounters we 
hope to foster — in that case, is the magazine form itself enough 
for what we wish to accomplish? Is the dialogical more to do 
with the intentions and unseen decisions of the editors? This is 
something that we grappled with, not wanting our role to be 
merely as gatekeepers but to weigh the different pressures of 
excellence, of raising valuable questions and of providing a 
platform for unheard voices. 

The very first issue of College Green in 1989 invoked the 
importance of magazine publishing to the tradition of Irish 
writing. With this new rebirth we recognize the international- 
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ism of Trinity's student body and with this issue's theme we 
seek to both embrace and challenge the sensibilities of that in- 
ternationalism. Borrowing the words of Paul Gauguin, we in- 
vited reflection on the political uncertainties of months past, on 
the demands and vagaries of commemoration, and on the tem- 
poral aspects of identity and community. We feel that the 
pleasure was ours in reading the contributions of so many of 
our peers, and we hope that you will enjoy and engage with the 
curation of those pieces presented here. 


Ari Fogelson, Elspeth Payne, Peter West 
Feb. 2017 


College Green Magazine is a project of the Trinity College Dublin Graduate 
Students Union, realized with the generous support of the Faculty of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences. None of the published works necessarily 
reflect the opinion of the editors or the Graduate Students Union. 
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Ragnorak, the Fate of the Gods 


This extract is from Snorri Sturlson’s Prose Edda, a prose 
work which tells of the mythological stories of the Pagan 
Norse legends. 


(Text taken from E.V. Gordon. An Introduction to Old Norse. 
Rev. A.R. Taylor. 1956. Oxford: Clarendon Press. ) 


Old Norse: 


ba mezlti Gangleri: "Hver tidendi eru at segja fra um ragnargkr? 
bess hefi ek eigi fyrr heyrt getit." 


Harr segir: "Mikil tidendi eru badan at segja ok morg, bau in 
fyrstu, at vetr s4 komr, er kalladr er fimbulvetr; ba drifr sneer 6r 
gllum zttum, frost eru ba mikil ok vindar hvassir; ekki nytr 
solar; beir vetr fara brir saman ok ekki sumar milli. En adr 
ganga sva adrir brir vetr, at ba er um alla verold orrostur 
miklar; ba drepask broedr fyrir agirni sakar, ok engi pyrmir 
fodur eda syni i manndrapum eda sifjasliti. Sva segir {i Voluspa: 


‘Broeér munu berjask ok at bonum verdask, 
munu systrungar sifjum spilla; 

hart‘s med holéum, hérd6émr mikill, 
skeggjold, skalmgld, _skildir klofnir; 

vindold, vargold, adr vergld steypisk. 


ba verdér bat, er mikil tidendi bykkja, at dlfrinn gleypir 
solna, ok bykkir mognnum pat mikit mein; ba tekr annarr 
ilfrinn tunglit ok gorir s4 ok mikit 6gagn; stjgrnurnar hverfa af 
himninum. ba er ok bat til tidenda, at sva skelfr jord oll ok 
bjorg, at vidir losna or jordu upp, en bjorgin hrynja, en fjgtrar 
allir ok bond brotna ok slitna. ba verdr Fenrisilfr lauss; ba 


62 


! Scanned with 
‘(3 CamScanner" 


English Translation: 


Then says Gangler, “ What tidings are said concerning Rag- 
narok? I have never heard about this before.” 


Har says: “Very many tidings are said concerning it and more: 

Yet at first, in the winter that comes, it will be declared a mon- 
strous winter; there snow will drive in all of directions over 
man, there will be much frost and prickly winds; and no sun to 
enjoy the benefit of; there will go three winters together, and no 
summers among them. But before that goes another three 
winters, there shall be many battles all around, brothers fight 
against brothers for greed’s sake, and without mercy shown for 
fathers or sons, manslaughter, and incest as said in the Volus- 


pa: 


Brother shall fight and slay each other, 

Cousins shall commit incest. 

It goes hard with mankind , much adultery, 

An age of the battle-axe, an age of the sword; shields are cloven; 
An age of storm, a wolf-age, before the world falls into ruin. 


When this comes to pass, it shall seems to be great tidings, 
as the wolf will swallow the sun, and seems to do man much 
harm, then takes the other wolf the moon and does that much 
harm; the star shall vanish from the heavens. Then when those 
tidings come to pass it causes the earth to tremble with fear al- 
together and tree from tree will loosen over the earth, and 
mountains tumble down, and all the fetters and bondsshall 
break and snap. Then the Fenris Wolf is loose; then the sea will 
dash furiously forward upon the land because the Midgard Ser- 
pent turns itself into a giant’s rage and will seek to go up on 
land. That occurs then as Naglfar breaks loose, that is what the 
ship is called; that is made up of nails made of dead men, that 
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geysisk hafit 4 londin, fyrir pvi at ba snyst Midgardésormr ; 
jotunm6d ok scekir upp 4 landit. ba verdr ok pat, at Naglfar 
losnar, skip bat er sva heitr. bat er gort af ngglum daudra 
manna, ok er bat fyrir bvi varnanar vert, ef madr deyr meé 
éskornum noglum, at s4 madr eykr mikit efni til skipsins 
Naglfars, er godin ok menn vildi seint, at gort yrdi. En { bessum 
sevargang flytur Naglfar; Hrymr heitir jotunn, er styrir 
Naglfari, en Fenrisulfr ferr med gapandi munn, ok er inn neéri 
kjoftr vid jordu, en inn efri vid himin.; gapa mundi hann meira, 
ef ram veri til; eldar brenna 6r augum hans ok ngsum. 
Midgardsormr bleess sva eitrinu, at hann dreifir loft oll ok log, 
ok er hann allogurligr, ok er hann 4 adra hlié alfinum. 


{ pessum gny klofnar himinninn ok rida badan Mispells 
synir; Surtr ridr fyrst ok fyrir honum ok eptir eldr brennandi; 
sverd hans er gott mjgk, af bvi skin bjartara en af sélu. En er 
beir rida Bifrgst, b4 brotnar hon. Muspells megir scekja fram 4 
pann voll, er Vigriédr heitir; bar komr ok ba Fenrisdlfr ok 
Midgardsormr; bar er ok b4 Loki kominn ok Hrymr ok med 
honum allir hrimbursar, en Loka fylgja allir Heljar sinnar, en 
Mispells synir hafa einir sér fylking, ok er si bjort mjok. 
Vollrinn Vigridur er hundrad rasta vidur 4 hvern veg. 


En er bessi tidendi verda, ba stendr upp Heimdallr ok bless 
akafliga i Gjallarhorn ok vekr upp ll godin, ok eiga bau bing 
saman. ba riér Odinn til Mimisbrunns ok tekr rad af Mimi fyrir 
sér ok sinu lidi. bé skelfur askr Yggdrasils, ok engi hlutr er pa 
Ottalauss 4 himni eda jordu. Alsir herkleda sik ok allir 
Einherjar ok scekja fram 4 volluna. Riér fyrstr Odinn med 
gullhjalminn ok fagra brynju ok geir sinn, er Gungnir heitir. 
Stefnir hann moti Fenrisilfi, en bérr fram 4 adra hlid honum, 
ok ma hann ekki duga honum, pvi at hann hefir fullt fang at 
berjask vid Midgardsorm. Freyr berst méti Surti, ok verér hardr 
Samgangr, adr Freyr fellr. bat verér hans bani, er hann missir 
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which is worth warning that if man dies without unshorn nails 
that this man much increases the condition of this ship Nagl- 
fars, which gods and man willed slowly to make. Then Naglfar- 
will float in this heavy sea; Hrymr is the name of the giant who 
steers Naglfar. Then the Fenris wolf shall go with gaping 
mouth, and then within his nether jaw is the world and within 
his upper jaw is the heavens; he would gape his mouth bigger, if 
there were room; fire shall burn from his eyes and from his 
nostrils. The Midgard serpentshall blow poison thus, hewill 
sprinkle the poison on all the sky and sea, he is most terrible 
and he will be on the other side of the wolf. 


Within this clash the heavens shall be cloven and Muspells’ 
sons ride thence. Surtr will ride first and both before him and 
behind him fire will be burning; his sword is very good, and the 
shine from it is brighter than from the sun. Then they shall ride 
over Bifrost, that here will break. Muspell’s kindred shall come 
to seek that field called Vigridr; there too shall come the Fenris 
wolf and the Midgard serpent; there too shall come Loki and 
Hrymr and with him all the frost giants; Loki will lead all the 
champions of Hel* with him, and Muspell’s sons shall have a 
company with themselves too; they will be very brilliant. That 
field Vigridr is a hundred rasts* wide each way. Then these tid- 
ings shall occur, then stands up Heimdallr and he will blow 
vehemently into the Gjallr-horn and rouses up all the gods, and 
they shall hold a counsel together. Then Odin will ride to 
Mimr’s well and will take counsel from Mimr before himself 
and the host. There shall tremble that ash-tree, Yggdrasils, and 
no thing shall be without fear in heaven or earth. The gods will 
put their armor on themselves and all the champions of Vall- 
halla shall come to the field. Odin shall ride first with a gold 
helmet and beautiful coat of mail, and a spear on him, the spear 
is named Gungnir. He will advance to meet the Fenris Wolf, 
and there Thor will stand forward on the other side of him, and 
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pess ins g6da sverds, er hann gaf Skirni. 


bé er ok lauss ordinn hundrinn Garmr, er bundinn er fyrir 
Gnipahelli; hann er it mesta forad. Hann 4 vig moti TY, ok verdr 
hvearr gdrum at bana. bérr ber banaord af Midgardsormi ok 
stigr padan braut nfu fet; ba fellr hann daudur til jardar fyrir 
eitri bvi er ormrinn bless 4 hann. Ulfrinn gleypir Odin; verdr 
pat hans bani. En begar eptir snyst fram Vidarr ok stigr odrum 
foeti { nedri kjopt ulfsins; 4 beim fceti hefir hann bann sk6 er 
allan aldr hefir verit til samnat; bat eru bjérar beir, er menn 
snida or sk6m sinum fyrir tam eda heli; bvi skal beim bjérum 
braut kasta s4 maér, er at pvi vill hyggja, at koma 4sunum at 
lidi. Annarri hendi tekr hann inn efri kjgpt tlfsins ok rifr sundr 
gin hans, ok verér bat tlfsins bani. Loki 4 orrostu vid Heimdall, 
ok verér hvarr annars bani. bvi nest slyngur Surtr eldi yfir 
jordina ok brennir allan heim. Sva er sagt i Voluspa: 


Hatt bles Heimdallr, horn er 4 lopti, 
melir Odinn vid Mims hofué; 

skelfr Yggdrasils askur standandi, 
ymr it aldnatré, en jotunn losnar. 


Hvat er med Asum? Hvat er meé Alfum? 
Ymr allur Jotunheimr; sir ru 4 bingi; 
stynja dvergar fyrir steindurum, 
veggbergs visir. Vitid ér enn eda hvat? 


Hrymr ekr austan, hefisk lind fyrir, 
snysk Jormungandr ijotunmddi; 
ormr knyr unnir, orn mun hlakka, 
slitr nai neffolr; Naglfar losnar. 


Kjoll ferr austan, koma munu Mispells 
of log lydir, en Loki styrir; 
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he may not aid him, because he has to fight with the Midgard 
serpent. Freyr will contend against Surtr, and it becomes a hard 
conflict before Freyr falls; that will become his bane that he is 
without that good sword of his, which he gave to Skirnir. 


The hound Garmr, the one who was bound before Gnipa’s 
cave, is then also free; He is a great monster. He shall battle 
against Tyr, and it occurs that each kill the other. Thor will 
bring about the death of the Midgard Serpant and thence shall 
step nine times away; and there he will fall dead to the earth 
when the serpent’s poison blows upon him. The wolf shall 
swallow Odin; and that shall be the cause of his death. Then 
straight after, Vidarr will turn and steps his foot into the wolfs 
lower jaw, on this foot he has that shoe which had through all 
time gathered what was attainable; that being pieces of leather 
which men cut to use for the toes and the heels of shoes; such 
shall the pieces of leather when cast away by the man with this 
intent, so that he may come to the gods aid. Each hand takes 
the wolf's upper jaw and shall rip his mouth asunder, and that 
shall be the wolf's bane. Loki will contend against Heimdallr, 
and it occurs that both of them becomes each others bane. 
Thereupon Surtr throws fire over the earth and burns the whole 
world. Such is the story in the Voluspa: 


Loudly shall blow Heimdallr, horn aloft, 

Odin shall speak with Mimr’s head; 

The towering ash tree, Yggdrasil shall tremble, 

The old tree will groan, when the giant’s are loosed. 


What’s with the Gods? What’s with the elves? 

Groaning all over Jotunheim; the gods shall have counsel; 
Dwarves will groan before stone doors, 

And wise in walls of rock. Do you understand now? 
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par eru fiflmegir med freka allir; 
peim er brédir Byleists { for. 


Surtr ferr sunnan med sviga levi; 
skinn af sverdi sd valtiva; 

grjotbjorg gnata, en gifr rata, 

troda halir helveg, en himinn klofnar. 


pbdkemr Hlinar harmr annarr fram, 
er Odinn ferr vid ulf vega, 

en bani Belja__bjartr at Surti; 

p4 mun Friggjar falla angan. 


Gengr Odins sonr_ vid ulf vega, 

Vidarr of veg at valdyri; 

letr hann megi Hvedrungs mund of standa 
hjor til hjarta; pa er hefnt fodur. 


Gengrinn meri mogr Hlodynjar 
neppr af nadri_ nids Okvidnum; 
munu halir allir heimstod rydja, 
es afmédidrepr Midgards véurr. 


S6l mun sortna, sgkkr fold i mar, 
hverfa af himni _heidar stjornur, 
geisar eimi ok aldrnari, 
leikr hér hiti, vid himin sjalfan. 


Hér segir enn sva: 
Vigridr heitir vollr es finnask vigi at 
Surtr ok in svasu gud; 

hundrad rasta hann er a hverjan veg; 
sa‘s beim vollr vitadr." 
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Hrymr will drive from the east, holding his shield before him, 
The great monster will creates waves, in a giant’s rage, 
the eagle will cry, 


its yellow-beak tearing at corpses; Nagalfar shall be loosened. 


The ship will fare from the east, Maspell’s people shall come 
Through sea-waves, then Loki steers; 

There are monstrous kindred that will be all with the wolf; 
They are in the company of Byleist’s brother; 


Surtr shall fare from the south with switch-eating flame; 

In the sword shines the sun of the warrior gods; 

Rock will crash, when the troll-kind fall down, 

Heroes shall tread the road of Hel, when the heavens shall be 
cloven. 


Then shall come to Hlin another sorrow, 
When Odin must go to slay the wolf, 

And the death of Beli, the bright, with Surtr; 
There shall Frigg’s beloved fall. 


Odin’s son will walks to slay the wolf, 

Thor must go now to kill the beast; 

He shall takes his sword in hand and thrust the sword 

To the monster’s heart; and there is his revenge for his father. 


The son of Hlodyn will walk in fame, 

Dying because of the serpent, the son shall be undismayed; 
The heroes shall clear all the homestead, 

When the earth’s defender is slain. 


The sun will grow dark, the earth will sink into the sea, 
The bright stars shall disappear from the heavens; 
Smoke and reddened fire will rage, 
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And play against the lofty heavens, 


Here says it furthermore: 

Vigridr is the name of the field where 

Surtr and the beloved gods shall meet in battle; 
It is a hundred rasts wide each way; 

That is their fated field. 


Translated by Lauren O'Brien 
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